
STUDY ON "MILITARISATION OF INDIGENOUS LANDS: A HUMAN RIGHTS APPROACH  

 

The Colombian Roundtable of Civil Society Organisations on Business and Human Rights presents this 

contribution to the UN Special Mechanism on Indigenous Peoples on the serious situation that various 

indigenous communities are going through, in relation to the militarisation of their territories and the 

presence of economic operations and interests, whose characteristics and consequences affect indigenous 

communities in such a way that they merit an intervention by the international community to preserve the 

lives and rights of these peoples. 

The analysis starts from the recognition of the forced and violent dispossession suffered by indigenous peoples 

since the European conquest and colonisation in the 16th century, to the struggles for the recognition of their 

rights that they are currently waging to regain access to their ancestral land and territories. 

Various academic studies and the oral history of Colombia's indigenous peoples give an account of the way in 

which haciendas and mines were set up based on the overexploitation of indigenous labour (and later, after 

their near extinction, of enslaved people of African origin), which led to the disappearance of entire peoples, In 

some regions of the country, they maintained forms of contemporary slavery, as in the cases of Cauca and 

Nariño, through the practice of terraje, or serfdom of the glebe.  

The early 20th century struggles of the indigenous lawyer Manuel Quintín Lame led to the recovery of some 

lands in the south-west of the country. But the bipartisan violence unleashed between Liberals and 

Conservatives between the 1940s and 1960s worsened the indigenous people's living conditions, with the 

police favouring landowners and local political and economic powers that sealed the dispossession, including 

the military dictatorship of 1953-1957 and the Military Junta (1957-1959). The National Front (1959-1976), 

which represented the transition to a system of party alternation, made the police in Colombia dependent on 

the Ministry of Defence, losing the nature of an armed civilian corps, as in other countries. In the midst of 

prolonged periods of state of siege, in which the military controlled many segments of national life, including 

the exercise of local political power (mayors' and governors' offices), towards the last three decades of the 

century, land disputes once again led to indigenous resistance through the creation of autonomous indigenous 

organisations, which cost hundreds of assassinations of their promoters and activists. 

The 1991 Political Constitution marked a milestone by recognising the rights of the more than 100 indigenous 

peoples existing in Colombia to (relative) autonomy, economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights of 

their authorities, organisational forms and communities, in line with ILO Convention 169, signed and ratified in 

April of the same year.  

Despite significant advances in jurisprudence, the situation of internal armed conflict in the country continues 

to develop primarily in rural areas, where indigenous peoples' communities are located. After gathering 

thousands of petitions for amparo or tutela, the Constitutional Court decided in 2004, in ruling T-025, to 

address the serious crisis of forced internal displacement (including forced confinement, human rights 

violations, crimes against humanity and war crimes) which by that year affected more than 6 million people. In 

2009, in the face of governmental inaction, the Court issued Auto 0041 in which it ordered different state and 

governmental bodies to support Safeguard Plans for a group of 33 indigenous peoples at risk of extinction.  

However, these plans have not resolved the serious situation of militarisation of indigenous territories, insofar 

as the presence of state, para-state and non-state armed actors also corresponds to the prioritisation of the 

protection of economic interests in areas of armed conflict. Following numerous violent cases of sabotage, 

assassinations, kidnappings and extortion against extractive, energy and other companies, especially 

multinationals, attributed to guerrilla organisations, the government has progressively established military 

installations for the protection of business infrastructure (state-owned or private) and company personnel. 

 
1 Constitutional Court, Auto 004 de 2009, available in : https://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2009/a004-09.htm 

https://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/autos/2009/a004-09.htm
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In 2000, the Colombian government, together with the governments of the United States, Great Britain, 

Canada and the support of the Swiss government, promoted the creation of a body to regulate relations 

between the security forces (military forces, security agencies and national police) and companies, called the 

Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights.2 Despite the human rights crisis attributed to members of 

the security forces, which has been documented by civil society and intergovernmental human rights bodies, 

between 2003 and 2006 multi-stakeholder bodies were established in Colombia to implement the Voluntary 

Principles3, favouring secret agreements between the Ministry of Defence and numerous national and 

multinational companies in various parts of the country. 

Part of their actions correspond to the creation of coordinated spaces between various state armed forces, 

alongside the network of Special Road and Energy Battalions4, which means that, in Colombia, many 

companies have military installations within their respective factories or places of operation. According to the 

NGO Rutas del Conflicto, "in Colombia, more than 70 national and international companies, mainly from the 

mining-energy sector, sign cooperation agreements with public institutions such as the Ministry of Defence, 

made up of the Armed Forces; with the Police and even with the Attorney General's Office"5; however, for 

reasons of national security, the names of the battalions that have agreements with the companies have not 

been revealed, despite serious complaints from civil society6. 

In various complaints, organisations of indigenous peoples living in territories concessioned to oil, mining or 

agribusiness companies have indicated that they have been subjected to intimidation, threats, arbitrary 

detentions, torture, murder and forced disappearances, as well as forced displacement, directly related to 

these military and police units, including those of the anti-narcotics police7. Indigenous peoples in these 

conditions also face other problems related to the use of anti-personnel mines and unexploded ordnance; 

direct and indirect use of children and young people in military operations and forced recruitment by 

guerrillas; bombing and destruction of ecosystems and sacred sites, as well as sexual and gender-based 

violence. This has been established by the Constitutional Court: 

Warlike processes in indigenous territories that directly or indirectly involve the communities are the cause of 

physical and cultural extermination, displacement, and disintegration of indigenous peoples. The Court points out 

that the occupation of sacred sites, the establishment of military bases without consultation or authorisation of 

the traditional communities, the presence of explosive devices and anti-personnel mines in indigenous 

territories, the selective assassination of leaders, the signalling, the massacres of indigenous communities, the 

recruitment of indigenous people by illegal armed actors and confinement are also factors that increase the 

levels of risk for indigenous peoples8. 

The repeated human rights violations suffered by indigenous peoples in areas of oil, mining, coal and energy 

concessions (including renewable energies such as hydroelectric, photovoltaic or wind power) are ignored and, 

when indigenous peoples have protested against the militarisation of their territories, sometimes associated 

with these economic interests, the processes of prior, free and informed consultation and consent are also 

opaque, non-existent or merely formalistic: 

 
2 See: https://www.voluntaryprinciples.org/ 
3 Such Comité Minero-Energético de seguridad y derechos humanos and Guías Colombia sobre derecho internacional humanitario, whose 
members are national and multinational corporations.  
4Many of these road and energy Battalions coincide with indigenous peoples' territories, as the maps available in this document show: 
http://proyectos.andi.com.co/Documents/CEE/Colombia%20Genera%202015/Viernes/JoseJavierPerez.pdf    
5   See the analysis of Rutas del Conflicto: http://rutasdelconflicto.com/convenios-fuerza-justicia/node/437  
6 This is the case of the rape of an Emberá indigenous girl in Risaralda, in 2020, where it is not known whether or not the battalion 
maintains this type of agreement: https://www.lafm.com.co/colombia/ejercito-releva-cinco-militares-del-batallon-de-pereira-por-caso-
de-violacion-menor  
7  The State's failure to comply with the 2016 Peace Accords, in particular with regard to the substitution of illicit crops and the possibility 
of developing their own agricultural economies, has led to actions by the anti-narcotics police, with serious incidents such as those 
recorded on 3 February 2022, in the Emberá reservation of La Italia, in a rural area of the municipalities of Puerto Asís and Valle del 
Guamuéz, where an indigenous child was shot and wounded. 
8 Indigenous peoples and forced displacement. Evaluation of the Colombian government's compliance with Order 004 of the Colombian 
Constitutional Court. César Rodríguez Garavito (dir.) Natalia Orduz Salinas Sebastián Boada Sebastián Rubiano Felipe Arias, Uniandes. 
Available at: http://www.justiciaglobal.net/files/actividades/fi_name_recurso.3.pdf  (2010, p.19). 

https://www.voluntaryprinciples.org/
https://cmecolombia.co/
https://empresaspazddhh.ideaspaz.org/guias-colombia
http://proyectos.andi.com.co/Documents/CEE/Colombia%20Genera%202015/Viernes/JoseJavierPerez.pdf
http://rutasdelconflicto.com/convenios-fuerza-justicia/node/437
https://www.lafm.com.co/colombia/ejercito-releva-cinco-militares-del-batallon-de-pereira-por-caso-de-violacion-menor
https://www.lafm.com.co/colombia/ejercito-releva-cinco-militares-del-batallon-de-pereira-por-caso-de-violacion-menor
http://www.justiciaglobal.net/files/actividades/fi_name_recurso.3.pdf
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The Constitutional Court regarding the entry of public forces into indigenous territories with respect to prior 

consultation in (Sentence T-769, 2009) held: "On the other hand, the reasons why the aboriginal communities of 

the region do not perceive the entry of the public forces into their territories as a guarantee of security must be 

objectively analysed, and the Minister of National Defence will be ordered to do so in principle. The 

Constitutional Court has been clear that, regardless of whether the direct impact on the communities is 

considered positive or negative, any action that could directly affect them must be consulted"9. 

Indigenous peoples have brought complaints of attacks committed by the security forces in business 

operations10, such as the case of the U'wa people (located in four departments of eastern Colombia: Boyacá, 

Norte de Santander, Santander, and Arauca), in relation to the Colombian oil company, ECOPETROL, on which 

the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights produced its report No. 146/1911, recommending the 

Colombian State: 

...2. Make full reparation for the consequences of the violations declared in this report on the merits. In 

particular, consider the damages caused to the U'wa Indigenous People by the lack of sanitation of their 

ancestral territory, as well as the damages caused by the projects and by the incursion of state agents and third 

parties into their territory. 3. Adopt all necessary measures to ensure that projects linked to concessions and 

business activities in which the standards established in this report on the merits regarding consultation and free, 

prior and informed consent have not been met do not continue to be implemented or are not initiated. 

Similarly, the complaints against ECOPETROL in the department of Putumayo12 testify to these problems. The 

State's response to the clamour of indigenous peoples who are in the crossfire between non-state armed 

actors (including neo-paramilitaries, organised crime and guerrillas) and the security forces has been to 

reinforce the militarisation of the territories13, while reinforcing and maintaining military structures within 

company facilities, without either the companies or the local authorities requesting the protection of members 

of indigenous communities as human rights defenders, in accordance with the 1998 UN Declaration on the 

Rights of Human Rights Defenders. 

A recent example can be found in the southwest of Colombia, in the department of Cauca, in the municipality 

of Cajibío. For decades, the Irish company Smurfit Kappa Cartón de Colombia has flooded the territory of rural 

communities with pine and eucalyptus monoculture tree plantations, generating serious socio-environmental 

impacts in perpetuity and maintaining control of the land through use and appropriation. In Colombia, land 

concentration has been one of the triggers of the armed conflict, without the state attending to, resolving and 

guaranteeing the effective right to rural property for indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants and peasants. A 

group of communities in the municipality of Cajibío demanded that the company comply with their 

constitutional rights during 2021, carrying out activities to liberate and harmonise the territory, with the aim of 

creating living spaces in the midst of monoculture tree plantations.  

The company's response has been to violently attack and repress the communities in different ways, from 

generating stigmatisation and smearing campaigns against the communities, to directly attacking the claimant 

communities with the presence of the Military Forces. In October 2021, hooded individuals dressed in 

 
9 José Andrés Cristancho Niño, Diagnóstico socio-jurídico de las operaciones militares en territorios indígenas, Universidad Militar Nueva 
Granada, Facultad de derecho. 2014, available at: 
https://repository.unimilitar.edu.co/bitstream/handle/10654/12209/Diagn%C3%B3stico%20Socio-
Jur%C3%ADdico%20de%20las%20Operaciones%20Militares%20en%20Territorios%20Ind%C3%ADgenas%E2%80%8F.pdf?sequence=2&isAl
lowed=y.  
 
10 Report on the public hearing before the IACHR by NGOs: https://comisionddhhpi.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Informe-PUBLICO-
Audiencia-CIDH-mayo10.pdf 
11 Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, IACHR. Merits Report, Case 11.754, U'wa People and their members- Colombia, 28 
September 2019, available at: https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/corte/2020/CO_11.754_ES.PDF. 
12 Killings in Putumayo: https://blogs.elpais.com/paz-en-construccion/2014/10/sangre-y-petr%C3%B3leo.html  30 October 2014.  
13 See the actions of the last three governments: https://www.france24.com/es/20191031-colombia-duque-indigena-masacre-cauca - 31 
October 2019; https://www.rfi.fr/es/americas/20191105-experto-la-militarizacion-del-cauca-va-ensangrentar-aun-mas-los-indigenas - 5 
November 2019; https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-onic/4211-desde-onic-rechazamos-la-militarizacion-del-resguardo-nasa-embera-
chami-en-la-delfina-valle-del-cauca-exigimos-respeto-a-los-territorios-indigenas-y-al-ejercicio-legitimo-del-gobierno-propio  30 April 2021. 
Border area with Venezuela: Yukpa and Barí peoples: https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3074719/ejercito-colombiano-
activa-comando-energetico-ocho-batallones-6000-nuevos-efectivos  9 January 2018. Increase from 11 to 19 in 2012: 
https://www.elespectador.com/judicial/18-batallones-protegeran-la-infraestructura-energetica-article-366470/ (40%). 

https://repository.unimilitar.edu.co/bitstream/handle/10654/12209/Diagn%C3%B3stico%20Socio-Jur%C3%ADdico%20de%20las%20Operaciones%20Militares%20en%20Territorios%20Ind%C3%ADgenas%E2%80%8F.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://repository.unimilitar.edu.co/bitstream/handle/10654/12209/Diagn%C3%B3stico%20Socio-Jur%C3%ADdico%20de%20las%20Operaciones%20Militares%20en%20Territorios%20Ind%C3%ADgenas%E2%80%8F.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://repository.unimilitar.edu.co/bitstream/handle/10654/12209/Diagn%C3%B3stico%20Socio-Jur%C3%ADdico%20de%20las%20Operaciones%20Militares%20en%20Territorios%20Ind%C3%ADgenas%E2%80%8F.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y
https://comisionddhhpi.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Informe-PUBLICO-Audiencia-CIDH-mayo10.pdf
https://comisionddhhpi.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Informe-PUBLICO-Audiencia-CIDH-mayo10.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/decisiones/corte/2020/CO_11.754_ES.PDF
https://blogs.elpais.com/paz-en-construccion/2014/10/sangre-y-petr%C3%B3leo.html
https://www.france24.com/es/20191031-colombia-duque-indigena-masacre-cauca
https://www.rfi.fr/es/americas/20191105-experto-la-militarizacion-del-cauca-va-ensangrentar-aun-mas-los-indigenas
https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-onic/4211-desde-onic-rechazamos-la-militarizacion-del-resguardo-nasa-embera-chami-en-la-delfina-valle-del-cauca-exigimos-respeto-a-los-territorios-indigenas-y-al-ejercicio-legitimo-del-gobierno-propio
https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-onic/4211-desde-onic-rechazamos-la-militarizacion-del-resguardo-nasa-embera-chami-en-la-delfina-valle-del-cauca-exigimos-respeto-a-los-territorios-indigenas-y-al-ejercicio-legitimo-del-gobierno-propio
https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3074719/ejercito-colombiano-activa-comando-energetico-ocho-batallones-6000-nuevos-efectivos
https://www.infodefensa.com/texto-diario/mostrar/3074719/ejercito-colombiano-activa-comando-energetico-ocho-batallones-6000-nuevos-efectivos
https://www.elespectador.com/judicial/18-batallones-protegeran-la-infraestructura-energetica-article-366470/
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company clothing attacked protesting members of these communities with blunt weapons (machetes), leaving 

several people seriously injured, a situation that occurred in the presence of the national army. In August 

2021, the national police fired lethal weapons at some of these community members at the site of the 

confrontations, in the vicinity of the company's premises, resulting in the death of Humer Samir Camayo. In 

2021, the municipality became heavily militarised, generating fear and anxiety in the communities. 

These events are in addition to numerous murders of indigenous community members of the Emberá, Nasa, 

Pastos, Totoróes, and those affiliated to the Association of Traditional Authorities and Councils of Arauca, 

ASCATIDAR (U'wa, Sikuani, Betoy, Makaguán, Hitnü, Inga, Kichwa), in the last two years14. Communities of the 

Nasa and Siona people have also denounced serious human rights violations involving units financed by 

agreements and Energy Battalions, such as the crime of sexual violence committed against a 40-year-old 

indigenous woman, involving a soldier from the BAEEV Battalion No. 9, Displacement of 56 families from the 

villages of La Piña and La Frontera, as a consequence of the launching of mortar shells from a military base 

located within the oil installations of the Colombia Energy Consortium, 8 cases of extrajudicial executions of 

Nasa community members by the 13th Mobile Brigade and 27th Jungle Brigade, as well as the arbitrary 

detention of 4 Nasa indigenous people, and the displacement of community members from the Santa Elena 

reservation of the Siona people by the 27th Brigade15.  

The Business and Human Rights Resource Centre has also recorded that many of the cases of reported attacks 

against indigenous peoples occur in complex contexts16 where the communities are aware of the existence of 

concessions to tourism, port, mining, oil, gas, agribusiness or energy companies through rumours or confirmed 

facts, in which illegal actors often act in order to give way to legally constituted companies, as could be the 

case of gold mining, which is destroying vast territories. 

A striking example of this situation, which we do not want to see repeated, happened about 50 years ago, 

when in La Guajira, the way in which the companies operated for the extraction of coal dispossessed the 

peasants, Afro descendants, and indigenous people of their lands, through the intervention of mercenaries 

protected by the army, and thus allowed the legitimate entry of companies. In Cesar, these coal companies 

have violated the rights of indigenous peoples such as the Yukpa people17 in many ways.  

In the case of La Guajira, the militarisation of indigenous and Afro-descendant territory coincided with the 

installation of the mining operation. Although before mining there were only two battalions in the whole 

department, later the Mechanised Infantry Battalion No. 6 Cartagena (based in Riohacha) began to have a 

presence in Wayuu territory, and by 2000 the Mechanised Group General Gustavo Matamoros began to 

operate, covering the entire mining influence. Later, new battalions were added, such as the Special Road 

Energy Battalion (Batallón Especial Energético Vial -BAEEV- No. 17), created in 2012, with the aim of protecting 

the railway track and all the infrastructure of the mining complex. These battalions and military bases installed 

in ethnic territory have never been consulted with the Wayuu or Afro people, as is the example of the military 

base "La S", located at the entrance to the Wayuu reserve (Resguardo) 4 de Noviembre, near the Wayuu 

community of Paradero, next to a Wayuu house and close to the Wayuu boarding school AKUAIPAA. The 

military bases and the operation of the Special Energy Battalion have implied the presence of military 

personnel in the communities' territory, who have intimidated and harassed Wayuu women during their baths 

in the river; they have contaminated bodies of water or have been present in bodies of water of transit and 

 
14 Murder of an indigenous person from the Pastos ethnic group in Males, municipality of Córdoba, Nariño: 

https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4427-onic-rechaza-asesinato-de-julio-cesar-bravo-lider-indigena-del-pueblo-de-los-pastos-en-el-

resguardo-indigena-de-males-del-municiopio-de-cordoba-narino 2 February 2022. Murder of Albeiro Camayo, 

https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4426-pueblo-indigena-totoroez-rechazamos-contundentemente-asesinato-de-ex-coordinador-de-la-

guardia-indigena-del-cric-albeiro-camayo 25 January and Breiner Cucuñame, 14 years old: https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4425-

mientras-legislamos-nos-estan-matando-comunicado-macro-occidente-onic. Murders of indigenous Awá, from Tumaco, Llorente and 

Samaniego, Nariño: https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4414-80-asesinatos-en-el-pueblo-awa-unipa-en-cinco-anos-del-acuerdo-de-paz. 
15 Notes on Information presented at a Congressional hearing about the Political Control Debate on 3 November 2015, held by Senator 
Iván Cepeda 
16 https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/latest-news/colombia-informe-de-ong-se%C3%B1ala-cr%C3%ADticas-a-las-pol%C3%ADticas-
estatales-de-desarrollo-con-enfoque-territorial-en-medio-de-econom%C3%ADas-ilegales-y-la-indefensi%C3%B3n-y-ataques-a-
l%C3%ADderes-sociales/  
17 See DW video: https://youtu.be/aydOp7psAj0  

https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4427-onic-rechaza-asesinato-de-julio-cesar-bravo-lider-indigena-del-pueblo-de-los-pastos-en-el-resguardo-indigena-de-males-del-municiopio-de-cordoba-narino
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4427-onic-rechaza-asesinato-de-julio-cesar-bravo-lider-indigena-del-pueblo-de-los-pastos-en-el-resguardo-indigena-de-males-del-municiopio-de-cordoba-narino
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4426-pueblo-indigena-totoroez-rechazamos-contundentemente-asesinato-de-ex-coordinador-de-la-guardia-indigena-del-cric-albeiro-camayo
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4426-pueblo-indigena-totoroez-rechazamos-contundentemente-asesinato-de-ex-coordinador-de-la-guardia-indigena-del-cric-albeiro-camayo
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4425-mientras-legislamos-nos-estan-matando-comunicado-macro-occidente-onic
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4425-mientras-legislamos-nos-estan-matando-comunicado-macro-occidente-onic
https://www.onic.org.co/noticias/4414-80-asesinatos-en-el-pueblo-awa-unipa-en-cinco-anos-del-acuerdo-de-paz
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/latest-news/colombia-informe-de-ong-se%C3%B1ala-cr%C3%ADticas-a-las-pol%C3%ADticas-estatales-de-desarrollo-con-enfoque-territorial-en-medio-de-econom%C3%ADas-ilegales-y-la-indefensi%C3%B3n-y-ataques-a-l%C3%ADderes-sociales/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/latest-news/colombia-informe-de-ong-se%C3%B1ala-cr%C3%ADticas-a-las-pol%C3%ADticas-estatales-de-desarrollo-con-enfoque-territorial-en-medio-de-econom%C3%ADas-ilegales-y-la-indefensi%C3%B3n-y-ataques-a-l%C3%ADderes-sociales/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/latest-news/colombia-informe-de-ong-se%C3%B1ala-cr%C3%ADticas-a-las-pol%C3%ADticas-estatales-de-desarrollo-con-enfoque-territorial-en-medio-de-econom%C3%ADas-ilegales-y-la-indefensi%C3%B3n-y-ataques-a-l%C3%ADderes-sociales/
https://youtu.be/aydOp7psAj0
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spiritual, social and cultural use of the communities, such as the Bruno stream, and, on occasions, have put 

children from the Wayuu boarding school at risk, in the context of the crossfire between police, army and 

smugglers near the mining installations18.   

Likewise, the militarisation with police, army, air force or naval units, responds to the protection of these 

projects, under the consideration of public utility19, declared by the State, without necessarily consulting the 

needs of the affected population and, in particular, the rights that protect indigenous peoples by virtue of the 

legal, constitutional, and conventional norms in force in Colombia. 

The recommendations made to the Colombian state by special procedures, such as those made by the UN 

Special Rapporteur on human rights defenders, Mary Lawlor20, regarding corporate actions in situations of 

armed conflict, such as the Colombian conflict, and the decisions of the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights, are urgent. 

Likewise, the Colombian State must respect the provisions of Decree Law 4633 of 2011 "Whereby measures of 

assistance, attention, comprehensive reparation and restitution of territorial rights to victims belonging to 

indigenous peoples and communities are dictated"... which stipulates that: 1. The Public Force, in the 

framework of IHL operations, must at all times observe the principles of protection, distinction, precaution, 

military necessity and proportionality. 2. The security forces shall adopt all precautions in attack and defence 

in order to minimise the risk to indigenous peoples and communities and their territories. 3. Training of public 

officials on national and international norms related to the territorial rights of indigenous peoples shall be 

strengthened. 4. Indigenous peoples shall enjoy special protection against the risks arising from military 

operations, as well as differential measures to prevent violations of individual and collective human rights. 

The UN Special Mechanism on Indigenous Peoples should ask the Colombian government to make public the 

agreements between the companies and the Ministry of Defence, as well as request a report from the 

Secretariat of the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights on the measures they have taken to 

prevent attacks and protect indigenous peoples in militarised territories, related to this multi-stakeholder 

body. 

NATIONAL CSO ROUNDTABLE ON BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

The National CSO Roundtable on Business and Human Rights is a space of confluence of platforms and diverse 

non-governmental environmental, social, and human rights organisations in Colombia, for dialogue, discussion, 

mutual learning, and the search for common purposes, around business conduct in the country. 

 
18 Centro de Investigación y Educación Popular/Programa por la Paz. Revista Noche y Niebla # 61, available at: 
https://www.nocheyniebla.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NOCHE-Y-NIEBLA-61.pdf  
19 See the study: https://www.business-humanrights.org/es/%C3%BAltimas-noticias/colombia-an%C3%A1lisis-jur%C3%ADdico-de-
desplazamientos-de-comunidades-mediante-expropiaci%C3%B3n-para-dar-cabida-a-actividades-extractivas/ 
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